
 
 

Happy Fall, 4th Grade! 
Mrs. Beers’ Class – October 2021 

Settling In!  

As of October 1st, we will have been in school for 22 days!  We have already settled into routines, established expectations, continue to 

build relationships, and are sharing and celebrating growth and success!  We have created a positive classroom environment and all 

students are behaving as the “All-Stars” I expect them to be.  I also enjoyed meeting parents who were able to make it to Open House 

and I make every effort to answer any communication received from parents in a prompt manner, so please feel free to contact me as 

needed at nbeers@msad54.org.   

Home & Digital Learning 

Children are learning about the essential standards needed to be successful this year and beyond.  We are establishing habits that will 

help them throughout their educational career.  I acknowledge that there is a big leap from 3rd to 4th grade expectations, but I believe it’s 

the best year to build a solid foundation for learning and accountability for one’s successes.  I stress the importance of doing homework 

as practice for skills to get better, therefore I don’t grade homework, but I do keep track of genuine efforts made to complete it.   

Using technology is happening on a daily basis and students know how to access their school accounts on their laptops.  They also 

should be trying to access this account with any other available devices at home using the login information provided in the front of 

their planners.  Through the district homepage for students, our Google Classroom, and the Clever app, students are able to review topics 

covered in class, practice academic skills, and find reading material.  There is also classwork assigned through Classroom, which is 

submitted for my review.  With the current health situation, these tools are necessary for students to continue to learn despite unexpected 

absences.  I have also created a Zoom link in Clever, so starting in October, quarantined children will have the opportunity to join the 

class remotely at prearranged times.   

Curriculum Topics 

Because I have taught 4th grade for quite a few years now, I am comfortable with the grade level academic expectations and make efforts 

to integrate the four main subjects as often as possible.  We have completed Topic 1 in Math, which included place value review, 

comparing multi-digit numbers, and rounding.  This provided a foundation for our current study of Topic 2, which will have students 

estimating, adding, and subtracting multi-digit numbers using a variety of strategies.   

Using a program called Mystery Science, we are learning and doing experiments about forms of energy.  Social Studies time has been 

limited, but we’re learning about how to use an atlas and have conversations about Maine and Florida, where our new pen pals live.  In 

October, we’ll talk about explorers and discovery of North America.   

Our reading selections support both science and social studies topics, while learning how to annotate text and develop skills to 

comprehend nonfiction texts.  Our read aloud book, Wonder has led to great conversations and instruction about inferences, characters, 

setting, plot, and theme of a fictional story.  Of course, students are learning a ton of new vocabulary in all areas!  Writing and spelling 

are practiced every day and I look forward to reading their personal narratives about overcoming a fear.    

In the next two weeks, students will be taking the NWEA diagnostic assessments in Math, Reading, and Language Arts.  Those results, 

along with data collected in class, will help determine where students are academically.  Then, I look forward to helping them make 

plans for growth and tracking their progress.  They will also be prepared to share their learning and goals with family at conference time 

in November.  

I encourage kids and families to bundle up, get outside, and enjoy a colorful fall!  A quote to ponder:                
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